New York, New York

November 2014

As an active member of the Textile Museum. Jeff gets invited to various trips and programs arranged by museum groups.  On Friday, November 7, the New Horizons group of the Textile Museum arranged a program for a tour of three separate textile exhibitions at New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art. Accompanied by a curator or researcher, we learned about the objects displayed in the three separate exhibits.
We drove to New York late Thursday morning, booked a hotel fairly near Times Square, with the ulterior motive of securing half-price tickets to a matinee on Saturday.  While there are many other means of getting to New York - train and several buses - our drive was very straightforward, relatively easy and allowed us to stop whenever we wanted or needed, for rest breaks and lunch.  It was drizzly, but not bad driving and with "Miss GPS" to guide us, we made it through the Lincoln tunnel and to our hotel in four hours. 

We stayed in a compact Hampton Inn that provided a free, generous breakfast even though it charged an arm and leg for parking the car.

The pub around the corner got good reviews for its food, and dinner on arrival nite was good pub food with $5 beer and wine during "happy hour" which lasted until 8 p.m.  Made us happy.

Next day we caught a taxi to the Met where we joined the rest of the group and the curator of the first exhibit.  This exhibit featured Japanese kimono starting with kimono used for Noh performances, wedding kimono, fireman’s jackets, and other pieces through the mid-20th century.  The kimono represented various forms of weaving as well as dyeing techniques. For the most part, the items on display were luxurious silk garments worn by the upper classes.  There was very little indigo-dyed cotton.
Jeff’s photos of the kimono on our website were taken before we were told there was a "no photo" policy, which was obviously not strenuously enforced.  But the museum’s web site has photographs of each item in the exhibition.
We ate lunch in an area reserved for groups but open to the public.  The limited menu consisted of a delicious mushroom soup followed by a choice of a fishy over-cooked piece of salmon or a tasteless kale salad and some sort of very sweet pudding concoction. The rolls, however, were good.

But, we were at the Met to see the exhibits, not eat.  The next exhibit was a group of tapestries by a renowned artist, Renaissance master Pieter Coecke van Aelst (1502–1550).  These 17 huge tapestries are unlike anything I've ever seen.  Tapestries are woven by following the patterns first drawn by the artist onto a "cartoon" and then translated onto the fabric.  These were spectacular as you can see by the photos Jeff took. 

Last we were taken through a costume exhibition entitled "Death Becomes Her" about mourning attire through the ages. The exhibit was dimly lit, but you can see the gist of the exhibit in the pictures.  And yes, photos were allowed here.

At the end of all three tours we had some time to wander about the museum on our own.  The Met, for anyone who has never been there, is a massive museum.  Easily worth a month-long stay, this museum has it all.  We walked quickly through the large Egyptian exhibit a couple of times and through the wonderful, Greek and Rome section with magnificent statues, urns and other artifacts of the period.  We spent most of our free time at the Islamic exhibit which featured textiles, wall tiles and beautiful glass and metal objects.  Unfortunately, we never got to see any of the Met's art collections.  The Met is probably only slighter smaller than the Louve, but just as content rich.
After the tours, 10 of us went out to dinner at a Turkish restaurant not too far from the museum where we all ordered appetizers and shared them and several bottles of wine for dinner. It was a wonderful end to a full day. And, we caught a taxi quickly to return to the hotel through New York traffic.

It would be a shame to be in New York and not get tickets to a Broadway play.  So, Jeff walked down to Times Square to procure 1/2 price tickets for one of the dozen or so shows available. We got tickets to see "On the Town", a revival of an old musical that in its movie form starred Gene Kelly, Frank Sinatra. Ann Miller and Vera Ellen.  The music was okay.  Except for "New York, New York", the songs are forgettable, but the cast was wonderful.  The singing, dancing and acting were great and the sets and staging were magical.

Back to our little pub for dinner.  Yes, we could have eaten at more expensive restaurants, but we have great ones here in DC, so we opted for the simple. 

It's now Sunday and with no plans, we decided to come home early to tackle leaves, laundry and the rest of the mundane.  We got our car and within five minutes we were headed back to Maryland via the Lincoln tunnel and the "lovely" Jersey turnpike.

Some final notes.  Driving was a straight shot and relatively easy.  The rest stops in Delaware and along the Jersey turnpike are great.  Gas was cheaper than in Maryland and the Easy Pass is good all up and down the coast, so we never had to stop to pay a toll.  But, these tolls will add up - easily $20 or more for the trip. The speed limit of 65 allowed us to keep moving as well, since traffic was actually going 80.  In Manhattan, we got cabs easily and nearly every driver spoke English.  We weren't sure about one, but the others were friendly and helpful - what a surprise! Manhattan traffic is worse than DC at the peak of rush hour, but New York drivers think they can solve that problem by blowing their horns a lot.  If the bus in front of you won't move, honk at it.  That's sure to clear the street!

Hotels are expensive and hotel rooms are small.  Parking is also expensive, but if there were something on Broadway I wanted to see, I'd do it all again.  It's a nice little trip and reminds me how good Washington is!

